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« As .^flu$^ed1by Examiner Suarez, the Applicants are forwarding remarks in preparation 
of the inie^wj s^htaiuled for Tuesday, February 21, 2006. Claims 1-46 are pending, 

: r(i ; j ':i ' = :.' ' ' " " • I : • ' • "": • • • ' 

i; &4^|dUt;^laims 1, 22 and 39 
. ; The|pen|i|ig claims have three independent claims (claims 1 1, 22 and 39). ; Claim 1 recites, 
inter alia, (bj "a jingle calibration input element adapjtejd to permit a user to input the calibration 
:numbjb,: OTO : 'd|gtt at a time, associated with the tesit sensor**; (b) "a processor electronically 
coup^id to fbje |ii|gle- calibration input elements."; anjd (c) a user display electronically coiipled 
to the#rpe&ibi| fpr displaying digits to be selected by a user inputting the calibration number. . , 

}.; t 2^ Elites, inter alia, (a) prompting a user, via a user display, td enter a digit of 

the caiiteatfoh ilu^er* (bj receiving input from the user, via a single calibration input element, 

time"; - and (c) "detennining the analyte 



indici 



Stive dfj : 4 



&i calibration number, one digit at a 



conc^itfatibii'i^ the sample in response to receiving She calibration number from Ike user and 

Clai&l; 3^. recites, inter alia, (a) a single calibration input: element adapted to petmit the 
user to sdle6t!di|i!is fdr inputting a multiple-digit calibration number, one digit at a time"; and (b) 
"a processor -el^fro^cally coupled to the single calibration input element and the user display, 
the p^oces^ p|o|nptii^ the user to input each- of the! digits of tfcLe calibration number, one at a 
time,; jth6 pAdcdsspr rrepeiving the inputted calibration number and adjusting ; the at least one 
adjustable p^an^t^ of the concentration equation according to the stored adjustment 



coiT^fchci^ • 

reference of U.S. Patent No. 5,856,195 to Charlton ("Ch^lton'O does not 
disclqse^; lejE kl^ ^ ctl or suggest, the above feaiuires in independent claims 1/ 22 and 39. 

Rather, Chariton discloses "calibration codes assigned for use in the clinical Value computations 

:'?rr: f -.1 \i' • . : i •'!'.:•■ 1 • '. 

to cdpppns^e Kti, n^ufacturing variations between sensor lots are encoded unon a tag or label 

generally designated by 70 that is associated with a sensor -package 50 of sensors 32, as shown in 



The- 




FIG. 4. | Tl^jc^bratibh' encoded label 70 is inserted into the instrument with tbe package 50 of 
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multiple scm£oJ3 32 which are stored in individual blisters 33 and read by associated sensor 

; .J :j v ; ' ■ ■ ; j ■ ; j .■ ■ r ■ . • • : 

electronic dmntty before a sensor 32 is used." Col. 4, lines 1-10 of Charlton (emphasis added). 

In su^fln^,?e^lton discloses that the calibration ccjdes are locked on the sensor package and 

read by &e?^t|i^ejit. I 

:. In t|^:0^ce^tion dated December 20, 20Q5* various references are made to FlGSi 7 A- 

7D aiid 6Bpf Carlton, See pages 10 and 1 L FIG. 6B of Charlton shows an enlarged view of a 



calibration em 



lfibel 70 that "is used to automate the process of information transfer about 



the Idt si>eciflc|r^ag^it calibration assignment for associated sensors 32." CoL 5* Hies 29-35, 
The p^ibrati^eiiico^d label 70 is read at any angular position and deciphered by the sensor 
metered w^4W;u^er intervention." Col. 5, line* ^9-42 of Charlton <emphasis added), I?IGs. 
7B and 1C of ^C^harlton also include respective calibration encoded labels 170, 170A. Thus, the 
statements Mtf 'me device shown in FIG. 6 [FIG. 6P] allows [] a user to input a calibration 
numBi^.(s^e £HB/7<2jj through a calibration imput element" and "the dhaflton system is capable 



to sefectf a^hiidpjer calibration through [an] input element" are incorrect. See page 11 of the 

. • -V .' ' i. j • • :• • ' : I • : • * ' 

' ?" a v.. * : • \ . i : \ 
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^:nb-d^c:d 1^ ^^ia|ry 2i;..2006 . !' ;-■•*' • . - 

bnjl^t,0laiins 1, 22 and 39, on the othaj hand, have specific limitations discussed 
above geriej^ljj updated with a single calibration input element adapted to pennit a user to 
ii^uf^e : c^r4ti|>n dumber or an act of the user inputting thle calibration number via the single 
calib&tiqn i^iajt element. Therefore, independent claims 1, 22 and 39 are not anticipated by or 
rendered obvious :ov^r Charlton and are in a conditio^ for allowance.. Dependent daims 2-21, 
23-38 and 4(^4(5,; which depend either directly or indirectly on independent claim 1, 22 or 39, 
should also;^t jbej anticipated by or rendered obviou? bver Charlton for at least the same reasons 
as disjbufi— " 111 
38 arid 40-4& 



abpve in connection with independent cliims 1, 22 and 39. Thus, claims 2-21, 23- 
i?d8o;!sh6;uid be in a condition for allowance. 
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